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Aladdin’s Christmas Pudding

5 oz flour
4 oz finely chopped beef suet
1 dessertspoon dark brown “moist” sugar
1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda
A pinch of salt
1 teaspoon raspberry jam
1 teacup milk

Mix all the dry ingredients together thoroughly.  
Then add the jam and milk.  Pour the mixture 
into a greased basin dusted with sugar, leaving 
room for the pudding to rise.  Place a buttered 
paper on top of the pudding.  Tie down with a 
cloth and steam for three hours.

Oxford Sweet Bishop Punch

(Makes 3 pints)
6 oz lump sugar
4 lemons
2 Seville oranges
24 cloves
1 pint water
½ teaspoon allspice
½ teaspoon ground cinnamon
½ teaspoon ground ginger
½ teaspoon ground mace
2 pints port

Rub the sugar on the rind of two of the lemons, 
until the zest is removed.  Squeeze the juice from 
these two lemons.  Put the sugar into a jug and 
pour the strained lemon juice over it.  Score 
the rind of the remaining two lemons and the 
oranges.  Stick 6 cloves into each fruit.  Roast the 
oranges and lemons in a moderately hot oven for 
about 45 minutes until soft and brown.  Cut the 
fruit into quarters and put into a large saucepan.  
Add the water, spices, port, sugar and lemon juice.  
Simmer gently for 30 minutes.  Strain and serve 
hot.
Oven:  375F/190C/Fan oven 170/Gas Mark 5

Looking through some traditional Oxfordshire recipes, we found the following seasonal recipes you 
might like to try.  We haven’t attempted them yet, so let us know how they turn out!  

Seasonal recipes from Oxfordshire’s past

1. Why do some people put a star at the top of their 
Christmas tree?
2. What is the name of  the angel who told Mary about 
the coming of Jesus?
3. What wicked king wanted to get rid of baby Jesus?
4. Who usually lives in a stable?
5. What colour are holly berries?
6. Who had to keep plodding onward on the dusty road?
7. What is another name for Father Christmas?
8. Which little bird is sometimes shown on Christmas 
cards?
9. What was the name of the little town where Jesus 
was born?
10. What tiny surprises are hidden in Christmas 

puddings?
11. What do you do when you go wassailing?
12. What is a wassail?
13. Why is it impossible to see three ships come sailing 
into Bethlehem?
14. What is the correct term for a plant like mistletoe?
15. What is another name for St Nicholas?
16. St Nicholas is the patron saint of which people?
17. What is the name of the crippled boy in “A 
Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens?
18. Why is Boxing Day so called?
19. What are the traditional names of the three kings?
20. To which country did Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus 
escape?

Our Christmas quiz is designed for the youngest children in our parish.  The first 10 questions are for 
the under-7s; the whole quiz is for those under 12.  Children, if you’d like to try to win a prize, put your 
answers, together with your name, age, and phone number on a sheet of paper and post it through the 
letter box at the Church Centre by 20th December.  All the correct answers will go into a hat and a 
winner for each age group will be drawn at the crib service in St James Church on Christmas Eve.

Children’s Christmas Quiz
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Last week, Year Three and Four children dressed 
as Romans, and had a Roman banquet at St. Francis 
School.  These are two accounts the children wrote 
about the day.  As you can see, the children had 
great fun imagining what it was like to live 2,000 
years ago.

Flavius Maximus told us we were going to have 
amazing acrobats, the best jugglers in town, good 
story tellers and much more.  First a messenger 
came and gave us the shocking news, so the 
soldiers had to go and fight, but the Celts didn’t 
win, (obviously we were good!) so we celebrated.  
The acrobats did handstands, cartwheels, and roly 
polys. One amazing boy did a cartwheel and a 
handstand!  
After the entertainment we had exotic, sweet stuff 
to eat.  I especially liked the honey toast.  We had 
goblets to drink pretend wine from.  Everyone 
had nice clothing to wear, but Mattas had the best 
clothes.
IT WAS THE BEST DAY EVER, because everyone 
was good.

Zarah Ali

The Roman banquet was extremely awesome.  It 
was so great.  I even got to be a leader in the 
story telling.  I had the best feast I ever had.  I even 
saw acrobats doing cartwheels, forward rolls and 
handsprings.  It was like I was a real Roman.  It 
was also great because I had a shield and marched 
around the hall. We sat on mats and some people 
told us about the Celts who had captured some 
Romans.  The Romans went to fight the Celts 
by marching round the room.  On Roman Day 
we dressed up as Romans (but we weren’t really 
Romans). We ate food like cheese, grapes, biscuits 
(with nothing inside) and carrots.

Medhi Souameur

Here is an account of the year 2 assembly.  These 
children are 6 or 7 years old.

We did an assembly for our mums and dads and 
the rest of the school.  It was about houses and 
homes.
Sam and Max introduced the assembly and then 
asked, “What is your house made of?” Some 

children up some materials that are in your house 
and it was metal, plastic, pretend glass, wood and 
tiles.  Then George and Max were the building 
inspectors, they did a little play with Shubdeep, 
Kareem and Mateen.

We said the poem “This Is The House that Jack 
Built”.  We showed paintings and drawings.  We did 
a quiz for all the children about animals.  After that 
we did another play called “This Is Our House”.  

Sam and Kareem said a prayer.  Then some children 
stood up and said why we are lucky to have homes.  
Last of all we sang a song about the wise man and 
the foolish man

After that our assembly was over. All the children 
went out and we got to see our mums and dads.

Laura, Malaieka and Sam (Miss Jordan’s class)

Roman Day at St Francis School
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The Parish of Cowley office in 
St James Church Centre is open 

Tuesday 12.30 pm to 3 pm
Friday 9.00 am to 3 pm 
and by appointment.

Parish Secretary:
Elaine Ulett
 
Ministry Team Telephone:
01865 747 680  
parishofcowley@hotmail.co.uk

Team Rector
Revd Howard Thornton 
Cowley Rectory 
11 Beauchamp Lane
Oxford OX4 3LF
Howard has Friday as his day off.

Team Vicar
Revd Susannah Reide
27 Don Bosco Close
Oxford OX4 2LD
Susannah has Monday as her day off.

Associate Priest 
Revd Richard Chand 
richard@cowleyteamministry.co.uk

Non-Stipendiary Ministers
Revd Canon Mark Oxbrow
13 Annesley Road
Oxford, OX4 4JH
Tel: 01865 461953
markoxbrow@aol.com

Revd Amanda Bloor
Diocesan Church House
North Hinksey
Oxford OX2 0NB
Tel: 01865 208 221
parishofcowley@hotmail.co.uk

Churchwardens:
Gerald Ives
Tel: 07972 833 060 
Norah Shallow
Tel: 765199

Deputy Wardens:
Margaret Martin Tel: 718532
Pat Chung: Tel: 773792

www.cowleyteamministry.co.uk

Sunday Services
ST JAMES’ CHURCH, BEAUCHAMP LANE

		 8.00 am		  Holy Communion

		 10.00 am		  Sung Eucharist

		 Every fourth Sunday: 	 Church at the Centre

		 Every third Sunday:	 Sunday Lunch

ST FRANCIS’ CHURCH, HOLLOW WAY

		  10.30 am	 Parish Eucharist

Mid-Week Services & Meetings
Monday	  8.15 am	 Morning Prayer – St James 
		   2.30 pm	 Parish Mothers’ Union –  
				    St James (3rd Mon)

Tuesday	  8.15 am	 Morning Prayer – St James 
		  10.00 am	 Seashells Toddler Group : St James 
		  12.00 pm	 Eucharist – St James 
		  12.30 pm	 Tuesday Lunch Club – St James 
		    2.30 pm	 Friends of St Francis –  
				    St Francis (2nd & 4th)

Wednesday	 8.15 am	 Morning Prayer – St James 
		  9.15 am	 Morning Prayer – St Francis

Thursday	 8.15 am	 Morning Prayer – St James

Friday		  8.15 am	 Morning Prayer – St James			 
		  5.30 pm	 Evening Prayer – St James


