










Baptisms 
12 July 

Megan Eileen Margaret Ann Bottley 
Courtney Jameson 
Nicole Jameson 

 
2 August 

Dominik Martin Chapple 
 
9 August 

Zoe Louise Attwood 
Ashton Kade Davies 

 
Funerals  
8 July 

Margaret Joan Cripps 

 
24 August 

Audrey Mason 
 

Weddings 
18 July  

Diane and Martin Charlotte (Renewal 
of Wedding Vows) 
 
1 August 

Janice MacGreggor and Stephen Led-
well 
 
8 August  

Lydia Potts and Patrick Gilday 

How would you feel if you thought your 
friends were getting together for a bit of a 
celebration every week and they hadn’t in-
vited you?  Many people say they would 
come back to church, or go for the first 
time, if someone were to invite them.  St 
James and St Francis Churches are joining 
churchgoers across the Church of England in 
personally inviting their friends, neighbours 
and relatives to come to church.  Up to half 
a million people are expected to attend ser-
vices across England on Back to Church Sun-
day, 27 September, making it one of the larg-
est coordinated evangelism events shared 
across the Church in recent history.     
 
What would happen if you invited someone 
to Back to Church Sunday?  Well, last year 
Celia Lawton-Livingstone’s friend Carole in-
vited her to St Luke’s, Colchester.  Now 

Celia attends regularly, has joined the Wor-
ship Team, and hopes to be confirmed later 
this year.  She comments, “I was surprised 
when I got to the church that morning.  It 
was different to what I’d imagined, and the 
people were very friendly.  It didn’t feel like 
they were trying to shove religion down my 
throat; they let me make up my own mind.  
It was a very relaxed and welcoming atmos-
phere, just like one big family.  I would rec-
ommend it to others: you never know 
where it could lead you.  My whole life has 
changed completely in the last year.” 
 
Back to Church Sunday is an opportunity for 
you to invite a friend or neighbour to “come 
as you are” to church on Sunday 27 Septem-
ber.  It could be one of the most important 
invitations made all year.  Go on – give it a 
try. 



Two things make May’s 
blue eyes sparkle.  One is the 
delight of church bell-ringing 
and another is the endless 
pleasure of the company of 
young children.  By contrast, 
a cloud crosses her face at 
the idea of any kind of ne-
glect or lack of respect for 
our environment or fellow 
humankind.  Having written 
this, it’s high time I intro-
duced her. 
 
May Morgan is an Oxford 
person through and through, 
born in Summertown in the 
thirties, the youngest of a 
family of five.  Her father had 
died a few months before.  
Her married sister had al-
ready given birth to a baby 
before May’s arrival.  She de-
scribes her three older 
brothers as wonderful, and 
they made growing up with-
out a father somewhat eas-
ier. 
 
Hers was a happy childhood, 
enhanced by the fact that 
whilst her oldest brother 
was serving in the forces 
during the war, his wife and 
baby son came to live in the 
family home.  May loved 
helping to look after her 
baby nephew.  Her school 
days at Summertown primary 
and later St Michael and All 
Angels School were happy 

too.  She describes her 
teachers as lovely people 
who taught her the pleasure 
of “good” words.  (No won-
der she enjoys solving cross-
word puzzles!)  However she 
never did “get her head 
round” maths.  Simple com-
putation was no problem but 
the complexities of algebra 
and geometry were. 
 
Her mother, it would appear, 
was a pillar of society.  No 
only was she a brilliant cook 
who helped to run a busy 
school canteen, but she was 
adept at delivering babies, 
laying people out for burial, 
sitting for hours to comfort 
the dying and, in fact, doing 
anything for anyone.  Her 
daughter also fills the latter 
description. 
 
The whole family were regu-
lar church-goers worshipping 
at St Michael and All Angels.  
From time to time May still 
attends services there but 
since discovering St James, 
she finds it hard to leave the 
love and warmth she experi-
ences there. 
 
At the age of thirteen she 
developed some nasty health 
problems and since one of 
her brothers had married a 
Swiss girl it was decided that 
May should go and live is 

Switzerland for a year or 
two with her sister-in-law’s 
parents.  She stayed, in fact, 
for two years and attended a 
German-speaking school.  
Asked how she managed 
with the language she chuck-
led and said, “Well, I had to.”  
Quickly learning to cope, she 
really enjoyed her Swiss ex-
perience.  The couple she 
lived with were very nice 
people and she has never lost 
touch with them, even taking 
her husband over for a visit.  
But wait, I’m jumping ahead 
too fast. 
 
After leaving school in Swit-
zerland May worked as an au 
pair and thought that on re-
turning to the UK she would 
like to go into nursing.  That 
was not possible, however, 
because she had left her 
schooling in England without 
taking final exams, so the 
qualifications were beyond 
her.  Instead, she found a job 
in the NHS records office in 
Parks Road where she stayed 
for ten years. 
 
Amongst her friends at pri-
mary school was a boy 
named Les who lived just 
round the corner.  His group 
of nine- and ten-year-olds, 
would picnic in the summer 
months, and swim in the 
nearby Cherwell.  When May 



came home from abroad, Les 
was beginning his National 
Service in the RAF, and quite 
by chance they met outside a 
pub on Coronation Day in 
1953, got chatting, and their 
romance began. 
 
After his RAF service Les got 
a job at the lovely old shop, 
Zacharias, in Cornmarket.  
After a courtship of four 
years, when May was 21 they 
married and moved in to live 
with her mother.  They 
bought the family house and 
cared for her mother until 
she died.  Married life was a 
delight, and with the births of 
their four children, Nicola in 
1958, Neil in ’59, David in 
’62 and Philip in ’65, her hap-
piness was complete.  
Church every Sunday was a 
family affair and I have a vi-
sion of May, Les, the four 
children and granny filling a 
pew at St Michael’s.  May 
taught Sunday School, started 
a young wives’ group, and in 
1964 joined the Mothers’ 
Union.   
 
For holidays they bought a 
touring caravan and spent 
many happy days camping 
around the villages of Ox-
fordshire and beyond.  
Throughout the summer 
they would take off every 
other weekend, to the de-
light of their children. 
 
In the early 60’s Les and May 
became very involved in 
helping to run the newly-
opened Ferry Centre in 

North Oxford.  They trained 
as youth leaders and, to-
gether with friends, started a 
youth club.  They saw the 
need for a swimming pool (a 
better place for children to 
learn to swim than in the 
river).  A committee was 
formed which approached 
the council.  Les and May 
helped raise funds by knock-
ing on doors persuading local 
people to pledge money.  In 
1974 the Ferry Pool opened.  
With need for a swimming 
instructor, May went on a 
course.  She also became a 
life-saver and ran life-saving 
courses for 20 years.  Gain-
ing even more qualifications 
she transferred to Temple 
Cowley in 1976, and after 
years as a volunteer, became 
a fully paid employee of the 
Council.  When our local 
pool closed for refurbish-
ment she found herself 
working in the leisure devel-
opment department at Town 
Hall.  In 1985 she retired 
from the administrative side 
of her job to concentrate on 
what she most enjoys – 
teaching children to swim. 
 
By this time Les’s health had 
begun to fail.  May was busy 
nursing him.  A search for a 
home with no stairs brought 
them to a flat in Cowley.  
They continued to travel, 
making the most of their 
time together.  It was at this 
point in her life that May 
“found” St James, drawn first 
by midnight mass, then her 
grandson’s baptism and a 

young friend’s funeral. 
 
Now widowed, May finds 
support and love from her 
grown-up children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren, 
as well as her many friends.  
She told me she’s nicely set-
tled but I promise you she is 
seldom unoccupied.  She is 
coordinator of our Seashells 
playgroup, helps with distri-
bution of the Chronicle, and 
many other things.  But in 
her newest activity she is a 
member of our newly-
formed bell-ringing team and 
she loves it.  Our parish re-
lies on so many willing organ-
isers and participants of our 
varied initiatives and May is 
right there amongst them. 
 
How would you describe 
yourself as a child? 
I’ve never been shy.  I had a 
best friend who is still my 
best friend.  I was a lively lit-
tle girl who went to Brown-
ies and Girl Guides and had a 
lot of friends. 
 
Do you have a memory 
of childhood that you’d 
like to share? 
It is a poignant memory – the 
day my mum got the tele-
gram telling her that my eld-
est brother had been killed 
after his troop-ship was tor-
pedoed.  I remember saying 
that I wished someone would 
kill Hitler, and she told me I 
must never wish somebody 
dead, even him. 
 
 



Has God always been 
part of your life? 
Oh yes!  He always has been, 
but lately I’ve strengthened 
my relationship with him 
through Alpha, our prayer 
group and worshipping at St 
James. 
 
What is your opinion of 
modern society? 
I think we’re doing some-
thing radically wrong.  People 
should nurture and love their 
children, instead of blaming 
the schools and everybody 
but themselves for a lack of 
respect and poor attitudes. 
 
What upsets you about 
life today? 
Litterbugs – and I loathe 

walking through an “ashtray” 
to go into a shop or the hos-
pital. 
 
What makes life good for 
you? 
Nice people, good friends, 
and going out for a really 
nice meal. 
 
What do you like to do in 
your leisure time? 
I have one day a week which 
I call a day off to spend time 
with my friend in Summer-
town.  I also like to spend 
time with my children and 
grandchildren.  I read almost 
anything and everything and I 
like documentaries on TV. 
 
 

Which period of your life 
has given you the most 
satisfaction? 
I’d say now, because I can 
please myself what I do and 
when I want to do it.  I love 
new challenges such as my 
new interest in bell-ringing. 
 
If you could change 
something in a drastic 
way, what would you do? 
I’d stop all wars and conflicts, 
and feed everyone who’s 
starving. 
 
What are your plans for 
the future? 
To take each day as it comes.  
I’d like to carry on with life 
the way it is. 

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times  
and is taken from ‘The Dave Walker Guide to the Church’, published by Canterbury Press. 



This is adapted from a song recorded by T 
Texas Tyler.  Perhaps he wrote it.  Other sources 
disagree. 

 
During the North Africa campaign, some 
soldiers finished a long hike in the town of 
Cascina.  Several of them went to church 
the next morning, a Sunday.  A sergeant 
commanded them and after the chaplain had 
read the prayer, the text was taken up.  
Those who had prayer books took them 
out, but one spread out a deck of cards.  
The sergeant said, “Soldier, put away those 
cards.” 
 
After the service, the soldier was brought 
before the Provost Marshall.  He asked,  
 
“Why have you brought this man here?” 
 
“For playing cards in church, Sir.” 
 
“What have you to say for yourself, son?” 
 
“Much, Sir,” replied the soldier. 
 
“I hope so, for if not I shall punish you se-
verely.” 
 
“Sir, I’ve been on the march for about six 
days.  I have neither Bible nor prayer book, 
but I hope to satisfy you, Sir, with the purity 
of my intentions.  You see, Sir, when I look 
at the ace, it reminds me that there is but 
one God.  The deuce reminds me that the 

Bible is divided into two parts, the Old and 
New Testaments.  When I see the Trey, I 
think of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
The Four makes me think of the four evan-
gelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, who 
preached the Gospel.  Five reminds me of 
the wise virgins who trimmed their lamps 
and were saved, while five who were foolish 
were shut out.   
 
“In six days, God made this great earth and 
heaven, and on the seventh day God rested 
from his work.  When I see the Eight, I think 
of the righteous persons God saved from 
the Flood; Noah, his wife, their sons and 
their wives.  I think of the lepers the Saviour 
cleansed; nine of the ten didn’t even thank 
him.  When I see the Ten, I think of the Ten 
Commandments on the tablet of stone.  The 
King reminds me that there is but one King 
of Heaven, God Almighty.  The blessed Vir-
gin Mary is the Queen of Heaven.  And the 
Jack or Knave is the devil.   
 
“When I count the number of spots on the 
deck, there are 365, the number of days in a 
year.  There are 52 cards, the number of 
weeks in a year.  There are four suits and 
four weeks in a month, and there are 12 pic-
ture cards, the number of months in a year.  
There are 13 tricks, the number of weeks in 
a quarter. 
 
“So you see, Sir, my pack of cards serves me 
as a bible, an almanac and a prayer book.” 

Worth Reading Again 



God in My Life 
I am part of a small group that meets very regularly to reflect and pray together.  We have 
been together for many years and we are all dear friends.  We met a few weeks ago for 
our end of term lunch.  At the close of this we prayed and gathered round one of the 
group who had just been diagnosed with cancer.  We were all very affected by this. As we 
prayed, most of us were touched by sadness and weeping – we didn’t have any more 
words.  It was hard, but a very special time. God felt very close. 
 
As I reflected on this experience, I was so thankful to God for giving me such wonderful 
friends, or soul mates.  Friends seem to me to be one of God’s wonderful presents/gifts – 
they are treasures.  I suddenly saw more clearly that these rich friendships that He gives us 
are a tiny shadow of His friendship and love for us.  How amazing to be a friend of the Liv-
ing God.  This friendship is held together by His unconditional love for us – this is indeed 
Amazing Love. 
 
The more I can absorb this truth, the more I can trust Him with my life, every day and mo-
ment by moment.  My prayer is that we may know and feel this awesome, compassionate, 
incredible love that the Father has for us though Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Helen Beetham 

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times and is taken from ‘The Dave Walker 
Guide to the Church’, published by Canterbury Press. 



Sharing faith on five continents  
If you turn into the car park at the Church Mission Society (CMS) Offices on Watlington 
Rd. (opposite Lidl) you’ll see a new sign – Faith2Share.  Of course we all have faith to share 
but this small new office is the global hub for something new and rather exciting.  Once 
again Cowley is the centre for a worldwide movement!  
 
As one of the assistant clergy in Cowley Parish I count myself to be very lucky to have a 
day job which takes me globe trotting.  For twenty years I did that for CMS but quite re-
cently I took on the new role of International Coordinator for Faith2Share.  So what is 
Faith2Share?  It is a network which joins up 18 major mission agencies from around the 
world so that we can share our resources and be more effective in mission.  Together we 
support around 3,500 people who serve as missionaries in over 90 countries.  You may 
know some of the mission agencies like CMS here in Cowley and the South American Mis-
sionary Society, but have you heard of Asian Outreach (based in Hong Kong), the Indian 
Evangelical Mission (based in Bangalore, India) and Mission Together Africa (based in Nairobi, 
Kenya)?  If you have access to the internet look at www.faith2share.net and you can find 
out all about them – or ask me. 
 
When the earthquake hit China last year it was workers from Asian Outreach who were 
already in China who responded fastest and then CMS and others sent help through their 
workers.  When a need came up to train leaders for new churches in Nepal three 
Faith2Share agencies pooled their resources to provide trainers, materials and funds.  We 
are learning that mission is easier when we do it together. 
 
In late July we received a visitor from Bhutan in our office.  I cannot mention his name be-
cause being a Christian in Bhutan is dangerous.  Now we keep in touch with this new 
friend and help him build partnerships with other Christians in India, Nepal and Mongolia.  
(Where is Bhutan? – next to Nepal and north of India.) 
 
It’s exciting work, but it’s also very challenging.  Instead of getting a salary from CMS, my 
Russian colleague and I now need to raise our own support from friends and churches.  
We set a target of £93,000 for next year which, I hasten to add, is not my salary!  We 
want to have plenty of funds as well to support leaders in Africa and Asia, like our friend 
from Bhutan.  You could join us by praying that we can raise this money, by getting news of 
our work from the Faith2Share website or from me, and by praying for those 3,500 mis-
sionaries who every day face challenges in their work. 
 
There is much more information, stories, pictures, etc. (up-dated daily) at 
www.faith2share.net                                                                               Mark Oxbrow 



The Annual Ride and Stride 
You will be most interested, I’m sure, to read the report on how the Historic Churches 
Trust has spent its money this year, particularly if you have sponsored our riders and strid-
ers in the past.  As you probably know, half the money raised is in support of the Trust and 
half comes back to parish funds. 
 
Last year we raised over £400 which is a great effort, but we can’t do it this year without 
your help.  Please consider riding or striding (cycling or walking) round some churches if 
you are able.  If you don’t have the time or mobility, please look out for people in church 
with sponsor forms.  Do support them, and help to raise much-needed funds for a good 
charity and for our parish. 
 
As ever, both St Francis and St James will need welcomers to sit in church to sign forms 
and offer refreshments to the visitors.  Please help if you can.  Ride and Stride day is Satur-
day, 12th September. 
 
Here is an extract from the trust’s report on last year’s effort. 

 
Once again the weather on 13 September last year was kind and more than 800 people are 
known to have taken part, with more than 500 churches, chapels and meeting houses open 
throughout the country.   The remarkable result of all this activity was a grand total of 
£116,296, yet again a record since the bicycle ride began in 1986.  The 31 English counties 
that took part last year raised £1,700,000, with Oxfordshire coming fourth, which is pretty 
good going considering we have the Chil-
terns, Cotswolds and Downs to cope with! 
 
It is not possible in a short report to mention 
all the achievements of our riders and Strid-
ers, but we must applaud 4-year-old Joe Ap-
pleford’s effort in riding 14 miles and visiting 
19 churches on his bicycle with stabilisers.  
Simon Blainey cycled for the Wesley Memo-
rial Church in Oxford and reached 76 
churches, and Robin Fieth of Purton and 
Nigel Downing of Peppard totalled 65 and 64 
churches respectively.  Chris Seviour of Mil-
ton-under-Wychwood cycled 60 miles to visit 
50 churches.  There were many other heroic 
efforts, with nine churches raising more than 
£1000, and two, Holwell and Rotherfield Pep-
pard, coming in at more than £3000 each…. 
 
Area and parish organisers, riders, walkers, 
welcomers and sponsors are a fraternity of 
thousands of people who come together 
once a year to support our churches.  In 
every sense of the word the Trust would be 
the poorer without them. 
Richard Lethbridge 

OXFORDSHIRE HISTORIC 

CHURCHES TRUST 
The Oxfordshire Historic Churches 
Trust was formed in 1965 to provide 
financial help for repairs to churches of 
all denominations, as well as encouraging 
wider interest in them and raising funds 
for these purposes.  Last year it 
awarded grants to more than 40 
churches.  The amounts ranged from 
£1000-20,000, and helped with new in-
stallations of kitchens, toilets, heating, 
flooring and seating; repairs to roofs, 
stonework, medieval glass, drains and 
organs, bells and bell towers; and clean-
ing, rebuilding, restoration and over-
hauls of many kinds.  One of the ways 
the trust raises funds is through Ride or 
Stride day, in which our parish takes an 
active part.   



Cheer me up someone, please!  The 
dreaded blight has got the tomatoes, even 
though I did use Bordeaux mix.  Grrr!  Yes, I 
know that last year I said “never again”, but 
then I just had to try once more.  Hasn’t 
anyone some bright idea?  The potato 
haulms died earlier, so the potatoes should 
be OK.  I shall try the tub of potatoes to-
morrow, wish me luck! 
 
More positive and beautiful…  The white 
phlox is huge this year (over 4ft) and looks 
lovely.  The rain has given many people a 
good show of montbretia (crocosmia).  I 
love the ordinary orange ones, even though 
my father called them weeds.  Certainly we 
have seen wonderful displays on the cliffs in 
mid-Wales.  Weeds are only in the eye of 
the beholder, after all.  The dahlias in other 
people’s gardens look lovely.  Now that it is 
not essential to dig them up each year but 
just to mulch them, I may try some next 
year.  I know one garden where the display 
each year is a picture.  The gardener does 
not lift them, but the dahlias are in a raised 
bed, so that does keep the worst of the wet 
away. 
 
I have started taking cuttings of various 
plants, just as I did last year.  This time I 
must remember to give them a little water 
over the winter.  They nearly all died last 
year, after they had rooted beautifully.  Stu-
pid me! 
 
I keep them in a very old plastic-sheeted 

cold frame, which must have a new coat this 
year.  I shall take cuttings of my pelargoni-
ums and perennial purple wallflower which is 
still in bloom, and the hardy red penstemon.  
They root easily.  I shall also try hebes and 
anything else that catches my eye. 
 
It is time again to plant bulbs.  Bulbs for in-
doors, and daffodils for a grand display in the 
garden.  I have already missed planting for 
autumn colour, but I am looking at cata-
logues and imagining.  Maybe next year I 
shall be more organised and plant autumn 
flowering bulbs before my summer holiday. 
 
There is still time to enjoy our gardens be-
fore the winter shuts most things down, es-
pecially if you have planted for the autumn – 
michaelmas daisies, autumn sedums, and 
acers. 
 
Diana Pope 



KEEPING IN TOUCH  
Have you heard about Talking Newspapers 
for blind and partially-sighted people?  These 
comprise a selection of items taken from 
local newspapers, read, recorded, and cop-
ied onto cassettes and distributed to people 
in the area.  This service is provided free of 
charge by local volunteer groups.  In addi-
tion to recipients in their area, many groups 
send cassettes to people who move away 
but like to keep up with news in their old 
haunts.  There are Talking Newspapers in 
areas countrywide and the Oxfordshire As-
sociation for the Blind will have details. 
 
Formats vary but Talking Newspapers will 
cover local news, planning, recycling policies, 
and local comment on national issues.  In 

addition, cover will be given to court cases, 
seasonal events and notices, What’s On, 
obituaries and so forth.  Content is limited 
by the cassette size but digital recording will 
allow TNs to offer higher-quality sound in a 
variety of formats and time lengths. 
 
So the future sounds bright for Talking 
Newspapers.   
 
If you would like more information, please 
phone: 
for Oxford – Carol Aistrop – 01865 766442; 
and for Oxfordshire and further afield – Ox-
fordshire Association for the Blind – 01865 
725595. 

Ann Robinson 

First I would like to thank all of you who saved 
and contributed Sainsbury's vouchers earlier 
in the year.  We received enough vouchers to get 
another set of much needed playmats.  
  
Seashells is starting again on Tuesday September 1st after our summer break, and we’re all 
looking forward to seeing friends old and new. 
  
Seashells is designed for children of pre-school age accompanied by parents, child-minders 
or nannies.  There is a voluntary contribution towards refreshments, and this year we will 
charge £1 per child, which will help to keep our collection of toys and equipment in good 
condition.  If there is anyone who would like to come but would find payment difficult, I 

will be happy to discuss alternatives in confidence. 
  
We are all very much looking forward to seeing lots of Mums and 
Toddlers in September.  If you know of anyone who would like to 
join please encourage them to come along.  We meet every Tuesday 
morning from 10.00 to 11.30.                               May Morgan 



In July, 23 members and visitors rounded off the summer programme with a delightful tea 
party in the Church Centre.  It was lovely to see our oldest member, Marjorie Pipkin, well 
into her nineties, at the party.  Longevity must have something to do with membership in 
the Mothers’ Union, as we have in our branch three ladies who are over 90, and I under-
stand that the enrolling member for the Headington branch is 92.  I met her a few months 
ago when we helped them out with Cathedral welcoming, and she is wonderful. 
 
Some of our readers may not know that about four times a year, members from our 
branch have the privilege of standing at the door of Christ Church Cathedral to welcome 
visitors.  It is great fun, as the following story might illustrate: 
 
An elderly couple came through the cathedral door last month when I was on welcoming 
duty, and the lady spotted my MU badge on my blouse.  Of course she, being a member, 
wanted to swap news of our branches, and she then recounted this little tale.  In her 
branch in Warrington is a member who has her hair done regularly by a young, rather 
dizzy hairdresser.  The lady often wears her MU badge on her coat.  “Oh,” remarked the 
dizzy hairdresser, “that’s nice.  I didn’t know you supported Manchester United.”!! 
 
So, all you Man U (sorry, I mean Mothers’ Union) fans, here is what is coming up on our 
autumn programme.  On September 21st, Clare Edwards will speak about the administra-
tion of Helen and Douglas House.  In our October meeting, the sub-dean of Christchurch 
is coming to talk about the cathedral as our Mother Church.  Mark Oxbrow makes a very 
welcome return in November with news of CMS in Russia, and of course we end the year 
as ever with our popular Christmas party. 
 
If all that sounds interesting or inviting to non-members, please do join us for any or all of 
our meetings.  We meet on the third Monday of the month at 2:30 pm in the Church Cen-
tre.  We begin with a short act of worship and, of course, round off the afternoon with a 
cuppa and biscuits.  Everyone is most welcome to come along. 

The City Council play department has de-
cided that the children’s play area in the John 
Allen Park opposite Templars Square is in 
need of renovation.  Anyone who has take 
children to play there is sure to agree.  In 
August, on a wet Saturday morning, they set 
up a gazebo in the park, and local residents 
were invited to comment on the plans they 
have for the area.  I think that every parent 
and grandparent who has taken a youngster 
to play on the tatty, tired equipment there 
will be over the moon with the proposed 
improvements.  The whole area behind 

TKMaxx and Matalan will be filled with 
bright, exciting swings and slides and much 
more.  They are even planning to erect a 
climbing wall and other equipment for older 
children. 
 
Asked for my opinion, I suggested more 
seats for adults and more litter bins, but 
could not fault the proposed facilities for 
children.  I have been asked to join the resi-
dents’ planning group, which I am delighted 
to do, so I’ll keep Chronicle readers posted 
with more news as it comes. 

Play Facilities to be Refurbished 



Following the success of last year’s supper and concert, our “Last Night of the Proms” will 
take place on 26th September. 
 
A delicious buffet with champagne will be served at 6:30 pm.  (Other drinks will be avail-
able.)  At 8 pm the concert will begin in St James Church.  The price of a ticket is £18 
which includes the supper, a programme, an interval treat, the exciting concert, and a little 
flag to wave.  The Jubilee Brass Band will play some popular music including a selection of 
Andrew Lloyd-Webber pieces and will, of course, lead the Proms singing.  We have been 
lucky enough to book a superb singer, Morag Crowther, to lead the traditional songs.  A 
young people’s choir will perform traditional folk and music-hall songs, and a quartet from 
the county Youth Orchestra will also entertain.   
 
It promises to be a great evening, with a chance to wear some red, white and blue (if you 
feel like it!), and sing your heart out or just enjoy lots of fun.  Tickets are still available – 
telephone 01865 453 257. 

The Chronicle has received this message from Barbara and Brian Brown for all those who 
are looking forward to a spring break in 2010: 
 
We propose to go to Newquay to the Best Western Hotel on 6th April 2010 for four 
nights, dinner, bed and breakfast.  The itineraries will be different from the trips earlier this 
year.  
 
The cost will be £310 per person.  We need names as soon as possible so we can secure 
our booking.  Please give names and the usual deposit to Chris Woodman.  We look for-
ward to hearing from you. 

We at St Francis decided to hold a Fun Day 
recently, partly as an exercise in community 
relations, and partly to raise money towards 
church expenses.  We found ourselves a 
good planner/organiser in Norah’s daughter, 
who was keen and enthusiastic, and a good 
floor manager on the day. 
 
So there were some old faces and new faces 
helping to run the event, which was a nice 
change.  It was all cobbled together fairly 
quickly, without a lot of advance publicity, 
but it all seemed to come together quite 
well on the day.  The weather wasn’t too 
good, being quite rainy, but that might have 
worked in our favour, because it drew in 

people who were a bit at a loose end on a 
wet day.  There were plenty of things to do 
and things to buy, and both young and old 
found a common contentment and enjoy-
ment in relaxing and finding laughter and 
good humour. 
 
All who attended felt that it had been a good 
day, and that we should not leave it too long 
before doing something similar again.  
 
And at the end of it all we found to our sur-
prise and delight that we had raised just over 
£400.  Well done St Francis! 
John Shreeve 

Fun at St Francis 

The Cowley Travellers Club 

The Cowley Proms 



Since my first visit to the Emmaus Centre soon after it opened, things have certainly been 
happening.  Most important was the visit of Camilla, the Duchess of Cornwall, who per-
formed the official opening ceremony.  She made a great impression on both the staff and 
companions who live there.  She made time to talk with each individual there, not just a 
few words but a real conversation. 
 
In the lounge, where I chatted to Steve, the deputy manager, sits a very fine crystal trophy 
awarded to the six-a-side football team.  The boys play games against other local agency 
teams and won their first trophy in the first tournament they had entered. 
 
The garden, which was virtually a mud patch on my first visit, is now a haven of mown 
lawn, flower beds, a lovely shady tree surrounded by a small walled bed, and a splendid 
chicken run with six smart hens.  All is cared for by the companions.  New-laid eggs fea-
ture on the menu every day, as do fresh vegetables from their allotment.  In fact they pro-
duce more veg than they can eat, and periodically put a box outside their gate for people 
to take. 
 
A new initiative that impressed me is the project to help tend the gardens of disabled or 
elderly people.  The City Council gives them the name and address of anyone who needs 
their help, and a team of companions provides it.   
 
A further seven male and one female companions have moved into the Centre together 
with a dog and two cats which help to create a friendly, homely atmosphere.  Steve told 
me how grateful they are for the books and pictures we have donated.  When asked if 
there were other items that would be welcomed he listed the following:  gardening tools, 
linen (especially single duvet covers and towels), 
board games, and woolly hats and gloves.  They 
are also looking for some used paving slabs to fin-
ish off their garden.  When I asked about Christ-
mas he said, yes, they would be glad of a few 
decorations to brighten up the Centre.  If you 
would like to offer anything else, here’s the num-
ber to ring, just to let them know you’re coming: 
01865 402073. 
 
Finally I was asked to thank everyone who do-
nates to the Community Emergency Foodbank, as 
a number of their companions have been helped 
at a crisis point in their lives.  And now, Emmaus 
is following up with a great deal of positive sup-
port. 
 
P.S.  I forgot to mention that from their recycled 
furniture store, a magnificent sum of £600 has 
been donated to the special baby unit at the JR 
Hospital. 

What it is like to be ninety-two 
 
“What is it like to be ninety-two?” 
It all depends on your point of view. 
If you know that your life is in God’s hands 
You can leave to him your future plans. 
 
“Future plans at that age!” you say. 
Well, yes, you can live from day to day 
Knowing He’s there to help you through –  
Even finding pleasure in things you do. 
 
To cook a meal or bake a cake 
You can appreciate things to make. 
If you’re blessed with a family it gives 
much pleasure –  
Letters and photos to keep and treasure. 
 
And for all who have Jesus as Saviour and 
Friend 
There’s someone with us until life’s end. 

Gwen Fancutt 



As with so many of these columns, this one begins with the recognition that information is 
scant and the veracity of some of it is contested.  Matthew was one of the twelve Apostles 
called by Jesus.  At the time he was called Levi, the son of Alphaeus, and he was a tax col-
lector from Capernaum.  He was at his job of work when Jesus called him to follow (Mt 
9:9, Mk 2:14) and he obeyed immediately.  He then hosted a feast in his home for Jesus and 
his followers.  It is assumed that Jesus gave him his new name, which means “gift of Yah-
weh.”  There are few references to him but he seems to have been paired with Thomas in 
preaching the Gospel.  The first Gospel has been attributed to him, but scholars suspect 
that this may not be so.   
 
In other writings, Papias (born about AD70), who seems to have known some of the Apos-
tles including Matthew, makes scholars think that perhaps Matthew’s Gospel is a Greek 
text modelled on an Aramaic original version which has been lost.  Research has not been 
able to conclude whether Matthew was the writer of the Gospel either in its Greek form 
or in an Aramaic original.  The emphasis in this Gospel is not so much on Jesus’ life and 
personality, but on his doctrine and preaching, giving a new understanding of the Law of 
Moses.  It emphasises Jesus’ authenticity as the expected Messiah, and tells about the new 
movement that sprang up.  The Great Commission (Mt 28:16-20) is found only in this Gos-
pel. 
 
We are not sure where or how Matthew’s life ended.  He is often depicted as a winged 
young man or an angel, and his life is celebrated on 21 September. 
 
Several years ago during a short break in Rome, we wandered into a church whose door 
was open, and there, to our amazement, was the Caravaggio painting, The Calling of St Mat-
thew.   
 
It shows Levi and four helpers counting the day’s takings at a table.  On the right, Christ 
and Peter have entered, and with a gesture of his extended hand, Christ summons Levi.  
Levi is pointing toward himself as if to say, “Who, me?”   
 
Two of the helpers are so busy counting the money they don’t even notice that anyone has 
come in.  Two young men in the centre see Jesus; one cowers against Levi as if in fear, and 
the other leans forward, perhaps on the point of drawing his sword.  Peter holds up his 
hand to calm him.  It depicts a moment of shock and indecision; what will happen next?   
 
We know that in a moment, Levi will get up from his table to follow Jesus.  Jesus’ feet are 
already turned as if to leave.   
 
No one watching will have seen anything miraculous; Caravaggio doesn’t depict divinity by 
painting a bright halo and see-through chest and a man surrounded by a dozen cherubs.  
What was it that Levi saw in that moment of calling that made him respond by giving the 
rest of his life to this venture?  How is Jesus calling each one of us, and how must we re-
spond? 



Sunday Services 
ST JAMES' CHURCH, BEAUCHAMP LANE 
 
   8.00 am  Holy Communion 
 10.00 am  Sung Eucharist  
 ”Church at the Centre” every fourth Sunday 
 Also Sunday Lunch : every second Sunday 

 

ST FRANCIS' CHURCH, HOLLOW WAY 
  

10.30 am  Parish Eucharist 
 

Mid-Week Services & Meetings 
Monday  8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James 
   2.30 pm Parish Mothers’ Union –  
                                     St James (3rd Mon) 
   5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 

Tuesday  8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James 
  10.00 am Seashells Toddler Group : St 
James 
  12.00 pm Eucharist – St James 
  12.30 pm Tuesday Lunch Club – St James 
    2.30 pm Friends of St Francis –  
                                     St Francis (2nd & 4th) 
  5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 

Wednesday 8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James 
  5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 

Thursday 8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James 
  5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 

Friday  8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James
   5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 

The Parish of Cowley office in St 
James Church Centre is open :  
 
Tuesday 12.30 pm to 3 pm 
Fridays 9.00 am to 3 pm. 
 
and by appointment. 
 
Parish Secretary: Elaine Ulett 
 
Ministry Team Telephone: 
01865 747 680  
parishofcowley@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Team Rector 
Revd Howard Thornton  
Cowley Rectory  
11 Beauchamp Lane 
Oxford OX4 3LF 
Howard has Friday as his day off. 
 
Team Vicar 
Revd Susannah Reide 
27 Don Bosco Close 
Oxford OX4 2LD 
Susannah has Monday as her day 
off. 
 
Non-Stipendiary Ministers 
Revd Canon Mark Oxbrow 
13 Annesley Road 
Oxford, OX4 4JH 
Tel: 01865 461953 
markoxbrow@aol.com 
 
Revd Amanda Bloor 
Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey 
Oxford OX2 0NB 
Tel: 01865 208 221 
parishofcowley@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Churchwardens:   
Gerald Ives 
Tel: 07972 833 060  
Norah Shallow 
Tel: 765199 
 
Deputy Wardens:  
Margaret Martin Tel: 718532 
Pat Chung: Tel: 773792 




