


Clivia Philbin, who is a well-known 
person in our parish, has joined her 
husband Patrick in Townsend House 
care home.  Consequently she has 
been clearing their home in order to 
sell it.  Tucked away amongst their 
belongings were a huge number of 

items such as brand new linen, tea-towels, sheets, etc.  There was also china (some never 
used), glassware, and much besides.  She has asked that these goods are sold and the pro-
ceeds given to the parish.  So we are holding a sale on Saturday, 8th August at 10:30 am 
until 1 pm in St James Church Centre.  Other bric-a-brac and clothing will also be on sale.  
Refreshments – coffee, tea, etc – will be available.  Do come along to support this. 

 

A Wedding 
Patrick Gilday and Lydia Potts would like to invite all their friends from St Francis and St 
James to join them for their wedding service at 1 o'clock on Saturday 8th August at St 
Francis. We'll be disappearing off for photographs pretty quickly after the service but 
please stay behind to enjoy some wedding cake!                                      Patrick and Lydia 



Plans for The Cowley Proms are going ahead and tickets will be on sale from the 

14th July, at £18 per person.  As well as an evening of musical entertainment, in-

cluded in the ticket price are a champagne buffet supper, a programme, and an 

interval treat.  Tickets may be obtained by ringing 01865 453 257. 

 

The Cowley Proms take place on Saturday, 26th September, beginning with sup-

per in the St James Church Centre.  The programme will continue in the church, 

with a very popular choir of young people, a string quartet, and, of course, The 

Jubilee Brass Band to lead the traditional singing.  Don’t miss this fun evening.  

Many people have asked when another 

talk about “The Origins of Cowley” will 

be given by your editor, Rosanne 

Butler.  So by popular request 

there will be a talk on Sunday, 

6th September at 7 pm.   

 

This time, to add a new dimen-

sion, the evening will include a 

series of excellent slides of many 

of the sites featured.  Les 

Hemsworth, the photographer 

who took the photos for the par-

ish calendar, has been out and about all summer snapping most of Cowley (and much 

of Oxford) to make the talk more interesting.  This time the event will take place at St 

Francis Church.  An admission charge of £2 at the door will go to aid parish funds. 



 What is Love?  
What love means to children between four and eight years of age:  

“When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn’t bend over and paint her toenails any 
more.   So my grandfather does it for her, even when his hands got arthritis too.  That’s 
love.”  Rebecca – 8 
 
“Love is what’s in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and lis-
ten.”  Bobby – 7 

To the Editors of the Chronicle  

It was with something like dismay and 
growing anger that I read the June 
Chronicle.  Having first mislaid an arti-
cle obtained months ago from Children 
in Distress, you still do not include a 
new one written by Howard.  He had 
phoned Glasgow, and promised that at 
last the information given him would be 
published.  But no, it is not.  What ex-
planation can you give for this omis-
sion?  

Furthermore, a copy of a letter and de-
tails of some of the Charities supported 
by collecting the tops of milk bottles 
has also been omitted, despite your 
assurances that it would be published.  

I sincerely hope that both articles will 
receive prominence in the July edition.  

Yours sincerely, 

Thelma Telling  

The editor’s reply:  

We can understand your dismay at the 
loss of the excellent article about Children 
in Distress and we are very sorry about 
it.  Due to a series of mishaps on our part 
plus a misunderstanding last month it has 
been sadly neglected.  We sincerely apolo-
gise and hope that its appearance this 
month will make up for your disappoint-
ment. – Rosanne   

I’d like to say a big “Thank you!!” to the person 
who brought several trays of little lettuce seed-
lings to the church centre one Sunday morning 
in the spring.  I put in my donation and brought 
some home and planted them out, and we’ve 
been enjoying the lettuce for weeks now.  It is 
wonderful!   

Thank you so much. 

Carol Thornton 

Jam Results for Romanian Relief  

Since 1 April, through the sale of jams, preserves 
and marmalade at the Tuesday Lunch Club, £73 
has been raised to be sent to Romanian Relief, 
for the children in the safe houses in Tinca.  In 
addition, approximately £60 of my jams were 
sold at the Plant Sale, all the proceeds of which 
went to parish funds.  So thank you to everyone 
who supports these projects with your morning 
toast!  And thank you to everyone who has pro-
vided small jars.  

If you have any surplus fruits this summer, I’d be 
happy to have them to use for jam in the coming 
weeks.  I was given a small freezer several 
months ago by a kindly Freecycler, where I am 
able to store fruit until it can be made up.   

Carol Thornton 



Many of the saints I’ve written about here are figures of legend, because little is 
known about their actual lives.  But this month I decided to focus on John Keble. 
Keble was born on 25 April 1792 in Fairford, Gloucestershire, whose church, St 
Mary’s, is one of a very few churches that retain their medieval stained glass.   His 
father, vicar of Coln St Andrews, decided not to send his sons to school.  Instead, 
he taught them – so well that they both won scholarships to Corpus Christi Col-
lege, Oxford, John at only 14 years old.  He was a brilliant scholar gaining a double 
first in Classics and Mathematics.  He was elected a Fellow of Oriel College, and 
became a tutor and later an examiner.  On Trinity Sunday, 1815, he was ordained 

Deacon, and made a priest a year later. 
 
Around the time of his ordination, he wrote to a friend, “Pray for me earnestly, my dear, my best 
friend, that he would give me his grace, that I may not be altogether unworthy of the sacred office 
on which I am, rashly I fear, even now entering; but that some souls hereafter may have cause to 
bless me. Pray that I may be free from vanity, from envy, from discontent, from impure imagina-
tions; that I may not grow weary, nor wander in heart from God's service; that I may not be judg-
ing others uncharitably, nor vainly dreaming how they will judge me, at the very moment that I 
seem most religiously and most charitably employed.” 
 
Keble conceived the idea of a book of poems that would illustrate the church year, helping people 
understand the Prayer Book services, and helping them relate to God in personal meditation.  Like 
Wordsworth, he was interested in the relationship of the human soul with the natural world.  But 
he hesitated in putting himself forward, and when the book was published in two small volumes in 
1827, it was anonymous.   “The Christian Year” was immediately successful, and its influence last-
ing.  During his lifetime 95 editions were published.  Some of the poems are still popular as hymns. 
 
In 1831 Keble was elected Professor of Poetry at Oxford, a post he held for ten years. 
 
On the 14th of July, 1833, he preached his famous Assize sermon, to call people to the dangers fac-
ing the Church from the state and from society’s “disorder and irreligion.”  He called for people to 
be circumspect in behaviour, watchful of themselves, and earnest in prayer.  “…if he be consis-
tent…he is calmly, soberly, demonstrably sure that, sooner or later, his will be the winning side, 
and that the victory will be complete, universal, eternal.” 
 
The sermon was published with the title “National Apostasy” and helped launch the Oxford Move-
ment or Tractarian Movement, of which he was an important part, along with John Henry Newman 
and Edward Pusey.  It has influenced religious thinking, practice and worship.  For example they felt 
that it should be common practice for all Christians to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion 
every Sunday. 
 
In 1835 Keble’s father died.  He married Charlotte Clark and became Vicar of Hursley, Hampshire, 
where he stayed for the rest of his working life.  He wrote other books, hymns, and translations, 
but none so influential.  Eventually the couple moved to the milder climate of Bournemouth.  On 
March 29th, 1966, Keble died at The Hermitage Hotel.  He is buried in the churchyard at Hursley.  
About a month later his wife died and was laid to rest beside him. 
 
Three years after his death, as a memorial, admirers and friends established Keble College, pledged 
to Christian principles, and intended to be within the means of less wealthy students. 
 
Keble's feast day is kept on 14th July in the Church of England. 



Sunday Services 
ST JAMES' CHURCH, BEAUCHAMP LANE 
 
   8.00 am  Holy Communion 
 10.00 am  Sung Eucharist  
 ”Church at the Centre” every fourth Sunday 
 Also Sunday Lunch : every second Sunday 

 

ST FRANCIS' CHURCH, HOLLOW WAY 
  

10.30 am  Parish Eucharist 
 

Mid-Week Services & Meetings 
Monday  8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James 
   2.30 pm Parish Mothers’ Union –  
                                     St James (3rd Mon) 
   5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 

Tuesday  8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James 
  10.00 am Seashells Toddler Group : St 
James 
  12.00 pm Eucharist – St James 
  12.30 pm Tuesday Lunch Club – St James 
    2.30 pm Friends of St Francis –  
                                     St Francis (2nd & 4th) 
  5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 

Wednesday 8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James 
  5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 

Thursday 8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James 
  5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 

Friday  8.00 am Morning Prayer – St James
   5.30 pm Evening Prayer – St James 

The Parish of Cowley office in St 
James Church Centre is open :  
 
Tuesday 12.30 pm to 3 pm 
Fridays 9.00 am to 3 pm. 
 
and by appointment. 
 
Parish Secretary: Elaine Ulett 
 
Ministry Team Telephone: 
01865 747 680  
parishofcowley@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Team Rector 
Revd Howard Thornton  
Cowley Rectory  
11 Beauchamp Lane 
Oxford OX4 3LF 
Howard has Friday as his day off. 
 
Team Vicar 
Revd Susannah Reide 
27 Don Bosco Close 
Oxford OX4 2LD 
Susannah has Monday as her day 
off. 
 
Non-Stipendiary Ministers 
Revd Canon Mark Oxbrow 
13 Annesley Road 
Oxford, OX4 4JH 
Tel: 01865 461953 
markoxbrow@aol.com 
 
Revd Amanda Bloor 
Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey 
Oxford OX2 0NB 
Tel: 01865 208 221 
parishofcowley@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Churchwardens:   
Gerald Ives 
Tel: 07972 833 060  
Norah Shallow 
Tel: 765199 
 
Deputy Wardens:  
Margaret Martin Tel: 718532 
Pat Chung: Tel: 773792 




